Pre-Reading Activities

Setting a Purpose or Goal

Set a goal for your study session, breaking it up into manageable chunks: “I will spend 30 minutes reading the first 10 pages in the sociology chapter and then review what I read.” 
This approach

· sets time limits, 

· indicates the amount of reading to be done, and

· promises review time.

Surveying

· Look at the headings throughout the chapter 

· These show you the important topics. 

· These will help you understand the organization of the chapter.

· They will also help you plan study breaks.

· Notice any author highlighted words or phrases. 

· These will probably be important vocabulary words or important ideas. 

· Look at the pictures, graphs, tables, charts, etc. 

· Read the chapter outline and/or summary (if there is one).

Activating Your Experience (Schemata)

Schemata is the information in your experience or prior knowledge that will help you make sense of what you read.
· As you survey and preview, put the book into a context of your own experience. 

· Prior to reading, think about what you already know about the subject. 

· This can make reading and retention easier.
Questioning To Guide Reading

Asking a question focuses your reading on finding information that will answer the question. 
· Try turning the chapter title and section headings into test questions.

· It makes reading a more active search for meaning.

· Asking “what” and “why” questions will most often point the reader to critical content in the text. 

· Science, math, English writing classes, and the technologies frequently emphasize “how it happens,” another type of question you can form.

Source: http://www.ipfw.edu/casa/study/reading.shtml
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A Guide to Textbook Note-taking

Reading a textbook can be extremely challenging.  It’s big, bulky, kind of intimidating, and chock-full of facts, data, charts, and terms.  For our class you will be required to take thorough notes for each textbook chapter you read.  While I will leave the format ultimately up to you, here are the components that MUST be included in your notes:
1. ALL bold terms with definitions in your own words

2. Chapter headings and subheadings must be included
3. You must include at least 3 questions you had about the chapter to ask in class

Your notes will be checked or collected regularly and are expected to be completed by the time the chapter reading is due. The length of your chapter notes may vary, but I would imagine they might range from 2-4 pages depending on the chapter.  You may type or legibly handwrite your notes in your AP Government notebook or binder.  Notes will be worth 20 points each and will be graded for thoroughness and completion.

My Sample Notes:

Chapter 6 Public Opinion & Political Socialization 

I. Introduction

a. Iraq War 2003

b. Americans had different opinions about war

c. President’s decision had public support

i. 70% of Americans supported war

d. 
P. 165 What is Patterson’s evidence for his assertion that the public would support any decision Pres. Bush made about Iraq?

e. Why does Patterson write that public opinion rarely guides public policy?  Wouldn’t a majority’s opinion count more than the minority?

f. 
4 chapter principles:

i. Public opinion is popular opinion that is OPENLY expressed—usually through polls

ii. People get their political opinions through political socialization

iii. Political opinion is formed by ideology, group attachments, partisanship, and political culture

iv. Government does not necessarily act based on public opinion

II. The Nature of Public Opinion

a. Public Opinion-political opinions held by citizens that are expressed openly

b. How well is the public informed? Pp. 166-168
i. Public has trouble making political connections between issues
1. Ex. Polls say people want more services, but lower taxes
ii. American public is ill-informed
1. Ex. Most people believed Iraqis were among the 9/11 terrorists


�This is important because it is evidence for how public opinion reinforced the president’s decision to go to war.  I wonder if the president ever acted against public opinion?  


�Note: I was curious while I read the text.  How can the author claim that the American public would support ANY wartime decision the president made?  As a political thinker, I need to see evidence.  If Patterson doesn’t provide me with any later in the text, I will ask Mr. Pond in class.


�I will need to get the definition for this later…


�Note to self: find examples of gov acting/not acting on public opinion


�Bold term with definition in my own words


�Note: this is 3 pages of text condensed to 6 lines.  The author gave several examples of how well the public is informed, but I chose 2—I may include a page number in my notes, should I want to go back and study this more.





